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Abstract 
This paper deals with the necessity of teachers assessing their students' language ability before 
formal instruction begins. It is to the teacher's interest to carry out an investigation to determine the 
learners current knowledge of target language. In this paper I first carry out an analysis of a learner's 
competence by using three tasks in two different modes; speaking and writing. 
I then compare what the learner can do and cannot do in the language. The learner is also 
compared with a much more advanced learner of English and goals and activities are suggested that 
will bring her closer to the level of the advanced learner. It is thus an approach to go about teaching 
in a way that gives teachers more knowledge of the learners in the classroom then we often have at 
present. 
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